
RUDOLPH ZALLINGER’S
daughters and son gazed
up at the east wall of the

Great Hall at Yale’s Peabody
Museum of Natural History,
appreciating anew their dad’s
world-famous dinosaur mural.
Lisa David, who had come up
to New Haven from Delaware,
taking a break from her studies
at the Pennsylvania Academy
of Fine Arts, said it’s hard to
imagine how her father
could have done such a
thing.
“Now that I’m back
in art school,” she
said, “I look at it and
think, ‘Oh my God!
He painted this when
he was in his 20s!
How could anybody
ever be willing to
undertake this?’”
She added, “He never
boasted about anything.
But I remember him telling me
that it was like giving birth to a
dinosaur.”
I can’t tell you the gestation
period of a stegosaurus, but I
do know it took Zallinger 18
months of research and 3½
years of painting to create that
mural. He began it as a student
at the Yale School of Fine Arts.
Zallinger died in 1995; his
wife, Jean, is also deceased. But
his children gathered Wednes-
day for a reception marking a
new exhibit that celebrates the
60th anniversary of “The Age of
Reptiles” and the 40th anniver-

sary of his companion mural,
“The Age of Mammals.”
When you stand in front of
“Reptiles,” you realize the sheer
size of it: 110 feet long and 16
feet tall. As Zallinger remarked
in his essay “Creating the
Mural,” he was “confronting an
area of 1,760 square feet!”
That essay, as well as an
analysis of the mural by Vin-
cent Scully, Yale’s history of
art professor emeritus, are
included in the new sec-
ond edition of “The Age
of Reptiles: The Art and
Science of Rudolph
Zallinger’s Great Dino-
saur Mural at Yale.”
Scully described the

mural as “a magnificent
fresco of enormous size,”
with “majestic rhythms
and titanic theme.”
“The scene is awesome
but not violent,” Scully

wrote. “The great beasts wan-
der through a luminous land-
scape and display themselves to
us, ruminant and bemused ... It
is pastoral painting, idyllic and
full of peace, of nostalgia ...”
Ah yes, there is something
about dinosaurs that takes us
back to our youth. I was only 3
in 1953 when Life magazine
put “The Age of Reptiles” on its
cover, propelling it to iconic
status, and yet I feel as if I’ve
always known of it. I didn’t see
the real thing until I came to
New Haven in 1977, but it taps
perfectly into our childlike awe

of those creatures.
Zallinger’s son, Peter
Zallinger, an art professor at
Lyme Academy, was at the
reception with his sister, Kristi-
na Zallinger. He said he was on
hand in 1997 when a portion of
the mural was reproduced on
an oil tank alongside the Pearl
Harbor Memorial Bridge in
New Haven. He was pleased his
dad’s work could be seen by
thousands of motorists daily.

Tony Falcone, the New
Haven-based mural painter,
was also at the reception to
reminisce about Zallinger,
whom he described as his men-
tor.
After Falcone shyly intro-
duced himself to the great man,
they started having beers
together at the Olde Heidelberg
on Chapel Street.
“He was the true reluctant
star,” Falcone said. “He didn’t

think he deserved a lot of
praise. He was amazed by the
attention it got.”
“I asked him, ‘Tell me how
you started that mural,’” Fal-
cone recalled. “He said he
walked up to the wall with his
piece of charcoal, said, ‘OK,
here we go’ and started to
draw!”
But in his essay, Zallinger
wrote, “Vividly etched in my
memory is my trepidation as I

scanned that endless wall while
holding a slender stick of char-
coal in my hand, about to begin
my work with a tool seemingly
so inadequate to the task.”
Henry Townshend, who was
creating a sculpture of a giant
squid at the Peabody while
Zallinger was painting the
mural, said it was fascinating to
watch him at work.
“Physically, it was a real
problem,” Townshend recalled.
“I was up there on the scaffold-
ing with him once. I was afraid
I was going to fall off!”
Zallinger finished his epic
work June 6, 1947. He had
been paid $2,100 a year for five
years.
In recent times scientists
have noted the mural does not
reflect recent scholarship. And
so an interactive kiosk will be
installed, showing visitors
what the animals and plants
from “The Age of Reptiles”
would look like if depicted
today. Some of the dinosaurs
will sprout feathers.
But nobody’s going to touch
that mural. As editor Rosemary
Volpe noted in the new edition
of “The Age if Reptiles,” doing
this “would violate the mural
as an independent work of art
and destroy the integrity of
Rudolph Zallinger’s original
vision.”
Amen.

Randall Beach can be reached at
rbeach@nhregister.com or 789-5766.
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The crew of the Coast Guard cutter Juniper,
cruising in the Atlantic Ocean just south of Long
Island, spotted the rogue buoy last week. The
crew secured the massive metal structure and
got a closer look.
They were amazed.
“It’s supposed to mark the approach to the
entrance to the channel for Boston Harbor. It got
ripped from its anchor by the nor’easter, ” said

the Juniper’s
skipper, Lt.
Cmdr. Rick
Wester.
Since the
April 15 storm,
the buoy had
drifted more
than 100 miles.
“And at
18,000 pounds
that’s a pretty
dangerous
thing to have
floating around
in the shipping
lanes unte-
thered,” Wester
said.
All in a day’s
work for the
Juniper, which
inspects,

repairs — and occasionally hunts down— navi-
gational buoys in and around Long Island
Sound.
On a recent weekday, the weather on the
Sound was perfect for boating, with gentle seas,
cool breezes and temperatures in the 70s.
But for the men and women of the Juniper, the
13-hour workday won’t resemble anything like a
pleasure cruise.
The Juniper is on the fifth day of a six-day
deployment to repair and replace navigation
buoys that have been worn down by the ele-
ments, such as the nor’easter. The assignment:
Hoist the buoys, which are up to 36 feet high and
weigh up to nine tons, from the water; place
them on deck; secure them and replace every-
thing from the lighting system to the chains that
anchor them to the bottom 30 feet below.
“Thirty years ago, working the buoy deck was
considered one of the most dangerous jobs in the
country,” said Chief Warrant Officer Mike Toma-
si, a 17-year veteran who serves as the deck safe-
ty officer.
Technology and training have made things far
safer over time. But he said the buoy deck still
remains a bad place to lose focus.
“You have about eight people working in a
really confined space,” Tomasi said. “The crane
and other equipment are very loud, and you
have to be able to hear each other. You can have
a hydraulic problem with the crane with one of
those dangling above the deck. The Sound is
usually protected, but out on the ocean you can
be doing this in 4- to 6-foot seas with 30-knot
winds.
Lt. Commander Wester, a 1993 graduate of the
Coast Guard Academy, has been the Juniper’s
skipper since July 2006. The 225-foot ship, sta-
tioned in Newport, R.I., is his first command and
is responsible for “aids to navigation” from New-
port to New York Harbor.
Their mission for the week is to replace buoys
that have reached the end of their six-year lifes-
pan, and to replace conventional lights atop oth-
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From left, Kristina Zallinger, Lisa David and Peter Zallinger gather in front of their father’s epic dinosaur mural at
the Peabody Museum of Natural History.

‰LENGTH: 225 feet
‰CREW: 6 officers, 34 enlisted
‰MAXIMUM SPEED: 17 knots

T
HE 18,000-POUND BUOY, BIG
AND HEAVY ENOUGH TO BASH A
HOLE IN EVEN THE LARGEST
SAILBOATS, WASN’T WHERE IT
WAS SUPPOSED TO BE.

By Michael Gannon
Register Staff

The deck of the Juniper is crowd-
ed with buoys and crew members.

Jeff Holt/Register photos

ABOVE: The crew of the Coast Guard cutter Juniper repair several huge
navigational buoys during a patrol in Long Island Sound.

LEFT: Seaman Dillon Smith, left, moves a buoy chain during repair work.

See Buoy, B7

Seaman
Juan Reyes
attaches a
LED light
to a buoy.
The light
is more
durable
and easier
to repair
than older
light bulbs.

SHIP SHAPE

‰RANGE: 6,000 miles at 12 knots
‰ENGINE: Twin 100 hp diesels
‰HOME PORT: Newport, R.I.

THE COAST GUARD CUTTER JUNIPER
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Does Your Credit Card Debt Disturb Your Sleep?
YOU CAN STILL FILE BANKRUPTCY

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
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• CHAPTER 13
• CHAPTER 11
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FRESH START
Foreclosure!
Wage Attachments!
Collection Threats!
Law Suits!
IRS Attachments!

STOPSTOP

111 WHITNEY AVENUE • NEW HAVEN • free parking
We Are a Debt Relief Agency. We File Under the Bankruptcy Code. R9

10
53

65

Visit Our Incredible Showrooms!

800-752-9787880000--775522--99778877

R

3300%% OOffff

EEnnddss AApprriill 3300tthh 22000077

AAfftteerr IInnssttaanntt RReebbaatteess

Exclusive
Pine Creek

Distributor

SHED

uupp ttoo

00%% FFiinnaanncciinngg
$$00 MMoonneeyy DDoowwnn!!

Commercial Slide W/Lifetime Warrantyeasternjunglegym.com

AAnnnnoouunncciinngg!!

TThhee BBiiggggeesstt SSaallee

OOff TThhee SSeeaassoonn!!

FFRREEEE
DDeelliivveerryy!!

FFRREEEE
IInnssttaallll!!

New Jungle Gym

And Shed Orders

New Jungle Gym

Orders Only

391 Main St (Rt 25)
Monroe, CT

1317 S. Main St (Rt 10)
Cheshire, CT.

StopPainting4Ever.com

Expires
4/30/07 LOOKS LIKE PAINT, BUT LASTS A LIFETIME!

Call (203) 467-7650
MEMBER

SAVE
$500

BOOK NOW
FOR

SPRING!
CT Lic.

#578543

FREEESTIMATES

If you have a kitchen or bathroom, we need to talk!

Tel: 203-931-8488rrs TM

Restore•Reface•Replace

CT Reg.
#611707

Check out
your options

on the Web at:
kitchentuneup.com

• 1-day Cabinet Reconditioning
• Cabinet Refacing
• Custom Cabinets
• Bathroom Vanities
• Bath Tub LinersBob, Karen & Ryan Gilmore
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Attend Post University’s
Open House Event

Post University

For more information 800-345-2562 or visit
post.edu/events to RSVP

500 South Broad Street, Meriden, CT 06450

Tuesday, May 8, 2007 5pm to 9pm

Post University is Expanding!
Come to the GRAND OPENING of our NEW location at the
MERIDEN BUSINESS AND LEARNING CENTER

Faculty and Staff will be on hand to answer questions or to
help register you for upcoming classes.

Beginning May 8th we will offer the following programs:
Bachelor of Science in Accounting • Bachelor of Science in Management
Associate of Science in Accounting • Associate of Science in Management

The new location offers a convenient location, state-of-the-art facilities,
smart room technology, and for the first time in Meriden we are

offering summer courses so you can complete your degree in less time.
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Yale Depression Research Program

Healthy Volunteers
Age 40-60 Needed

Without a History of Psychiatric Treatment

Brain Imaging
Studies

No Medications or Radiation Used.
Free physical exam and blood work.

No Health Insurance Needed.

EARN UP TO $380
for evaluation and two imaging studies

For more information
and to see if you qualify, call

Ben at (203) 974-7768
All information held confidential

Yale Depression Research Program

HIC#26809

gram

ers with new, compact light
emitting diode or LED systems.
Grant Westerson, executive
director of the Connecticut
Marine Trades association, rep-
resents the builders, brokers,
marina owners and others who
serve the owners of state’s
roughly 115,000 pleasure boats.
But he said the state’s economy
and environment rely heavily on
safe sea lanes.
“There are more than 6,000
(commercial) passings in the
sound each year,” he said.
“That’s a lot of gasoline, and
bananas and other cargo. And
what about a day (with poor vis-
ibility) when a tanker loaded
with gasoline could run aground
on the Thimble Islands in Bran-
ford and rip a hole in her hull?
How important are those buoys
then?”
Red or green buoys mark boat
and shipping channels. They are
26 feet long and weigh 12,000
pounds. Candy-striped ones sig-
nal open water all around. Yel-
low ones, like the one foudn
adrift, are for caution.
The day starts at 7 a.m. The 45
officers and crew will work a
mile off shore, just outside the
break wall to New Haven Har-
bor. If everything goes well,
they will be done outside New
Haven by 6:30 p.m., sail one
hour to Bridgeport, and drop
anchor for the night and wait in
relative relaxation until tomor-
row, when the entire routine
starts all over again.
The LED lighting systems are

being phased in throughout U.S.
waters. And if not the most
glamorous job in the service,
Wester said it is a very impor-
tant one.
“The older (lighting) systems
have conventional bulbs under a
red plastic cover,” Wester said.
“They run on batteries in the
base much like car batteries.
There are structures above the
lights that have solar panels
which recharge the batteries
during the day.”
“The nor’easter we had last
week knocked a lot of those off,”
Wester said. “A fishing boat can
come by and knock them off
with their (outboard) rigging.
The base is supposed to be
watertight. But water can get in
there and (damage) the batter-
ies. A solar panel can get
knocked off so the battery can’t
recharge. The bulb changer can
get stuck and burn out.
“And yes, people do hit
buoys.”
The LEDs are self-contained,
present a smaller target, emit a
more reliable light, are consid-
ered more durable and can be
replaced easily. Wester said in
the Coast Guard, time is money
— and safety.
“Right now we spend 60 to 70
percent of our time on buoy
maintenance and replacement,
and the remainder on law
enforcement,” Wester said.
“We’d like to reverse those num-
bers, and we think the LED sys-
tems will let us do that. And we
believe it will save money in the
long run after the initial cost
outlay.”

Officers on the bridge nudge
the ship up right alongside the
buoy to be picked up. On the
focsle deck next to Tomasi, Boat-
swain’s Mate Chief Kat McSwee-
ny threads a chain with a hook
on one end and a long rope at
the other through the buoy’s
upper structure in one toss. A
seaman on down on the buoy
deck grabs the chain with a
hook to tie off the top. Another
hook is used to secure a rope to
a ring in the base. Another hook,
attached to the crane operated
by Yeoman Second Class Jen
Fattarusso, is affixed, and things
get moving, all very painstak-
ingly.
The buoy is raised to the edge
of the deck, where three more
lines are attached. The anchor-
ing chain is secured for later
inspection. It is ever so deliber-
ately raised up and over the
deck, with four lines pulled from
four different directions to
steady and guide it. Then Fatta-
russo — with almost surgical
precision — lowers it onto a set
of saddle blocks which prop it
up at an angle. Three more lines
are attached and pulled taught
to the deck with pneumatic
drills.
Seamen armed with scrapers
remove layers of mussels and
other sea life. Seaman Juan
Reyes climbs atop the structure
to remove the old lights, and to
add new ones to the buoys that
are going back into the water.
“Juan is qualified in ATON
(aid to navigation) mainte-
nance,” Tomasi said.
Fattarusso and a group of

green helmets next turn their
attention to the anchoring block,
hauling it up to the deck to
inspect the chain. As a rule the
anchor chain is roughly three
times the depth of the water.
Those off New Haven are 90 feet
long to accommodate the 28-foot
depth.
On Buoy 6, only one section of
the chain needs replacing.
The worn section is cut off
with a torch and moved aside. A
seaman connects the section of
new chain to the portion
remaining in place with a horse-
shoe-shaped link that is closed
with a long, thick stainless steel
pin.
“We call it a ‘Heat and Beat’,”
Tomasi said
Boatswain’s mate Jason
Knapp applies the blow torch to
the extended end of the pin until
it is glowing red. He jumps out
of the way and Reyes and Sea-
man Doug Duryea quickly
pound the end flat with alternat-
ing blows from sledge hammers.
Then it’s back into the water,
and on to Bridgeport.
The crew pulled into Newport
Thursday afternoon as expected,
anticipating a few days’ down
time until going back out Sunday
night.
Not so fast.
“We just got a call to get under-
way ASAP to tow a disabled fish-
ing vessel 47 miles southeast of
Montauk,” Wester said.

Michael Gannon can be reached at
mgannon@nhregister.com, or at 789-
5734.

Continued from B1

Buoy: Coast Guard cutter keeps Long Island Sound safe
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OLD LYME — The artists who
hung out during the summer
months at the Florence Griswold
House were a wild and crazy
bunch.
They played parlor games and
practical jokes. They drew each
other in caricature. They dressed
up as harvest fruit and marched
through the streets of Old Lyme.
But through it all, the creative
minds of the Lyme Art Colony
were focused on their art.
“I think the artists inspired
one another to take risks,” says
Amy Kurtz Lansing, curator at
the Florence Griswold Museum,
who put together “A Circle of
Friends: The Artists of the Flor-
ence Griswold House.”

The exhibition, on display
through July 1, features some
rarely seen paintings and reveals
a lighter side of Miss Florence’s
summer boarders. There are let-
ters, postcards and drawings that
show the affection and respect
the artists felt for one another and
their adopted summer home.
Lansing, who started work at
the Florence Griswold last fall,
was “getting to know” the muse-
um’s collection of American
art when she was struck by the
camaraderie of the artists and the
playfulness in some of the work.
What caught her attention was
the “The Fox Chase,” a caricature
of colony members that Henry
Rankin Poore painted below the
mantel in the dining room of the
Griswold House. It is a tongue-in-

cheek representation of the core
group of painters who congregat-
ed at the boarding house during
the early part of the 20th century.
“I thought, who are these art-
ists who are painted on this pan-
el?” Lansing says. “What stories
did they have to tell?”
The artists felt comfortable in
the Griswold House and praised
their hostess in notes and letters
for her hospitality and charm.
Griswold allowed her tenants to
paint on the walls and the doors.
Theyalsopainteddepictionsof the
house, its inhabitants and the Old
Lyme landscape. William Chad-
wick’s warmth for Miss Florence
and his fondness for his summer
home are evident in “Front Par-
lor, Florence Griswold.”
Harry Hoffman’s “Harvest

Moon Walk” depicts the Lyme
Art Colony’s ritual of dressing as
fruits and vegetables and joining
townspeople for a procession to
Chadwick Hill to celebrate the
harvest moon.
The artists played a parlor
game called the “Wiggle Game”
in which they challenged each
other to create pictures from three
random lines drawn on a piece of
paper. A display case holds sev-
eral examples, including “Oh,
Fudge,” byWill Howe Foote.
There’s also a panel painted
by Childe Hassam, Griffin, Poore
andFoote filledwith inside jokes,
such as a swarm of flies. Letters
among the artists often referred
to the “fly problem” at the board-
ing house, which had no screens
on the windows.

Exhibit focuses on artists at Florence Griswold House


